
Classwork Thursday, 26 March 2020

What is Democracy?

What do these images suggest 
democracy means?



Aims for the lesson this week:

 Hopefully, you will be able to explain what
the term ‘democracy’ means and then be
able to identify the difference between
direct and representative democracy.

 You will have been able to examine the
origins of ‘democracy’ in its earliest form.

 You will have evaluated the strengths and
weaknesses of different democratic
systems across countries.



What is Democracy?

In the broadest sense it simply means ‘PEOPLE POWER’. 

Power in the hands of the people – direct self government 
and decision making by the people. 

Democracy (rule by many) differs from:

Oligarchy (rule by the few) i.e. 

ruling classes.

Monarchy (rule by one – usually 

decided by blood.
What system of government do you think that 

Great Britain has in 2020?



Chancellor Angela 
Merkel of Germany

2005 – Present

King Salman of Saudi 
Arabia
Jan 2015 - Present

President Frederik de 
Klerk of South Africa 

1989-1994

• Head of State. 
• Leader of Christian 

Democratic Party.
• Elections every four years. 
• 98% of adult population 

eligible to vote. 

• Head of State. 
• Absolute Authority
• Unelected – hereditary 

position from previous royal 
family members (Monarchs)

• Is not accountable to any 
type of Government. 

• Head of State. 
• Leader of National Party.
• Elections every five years. 
• Less than 50% of adult 

population eligible to vote in 
1989 

M
O

N
A

R
C

H
Y

D
EM

O
C

R
A

C
Y

O
LI

G
A

R
C

H
Y



A modern-day idea?

 Do you think DEMOCRACY is a fairly recent concept / idea / way of governing?

 When would you estimate this ‘idea’ was ‘founded’?



Where does Democracy come from?

Go and watch the video clip at: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=u6jgWxkbR7A 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=u6jgWxkbR7A


Origins of Democracy 

 The earliest form of Democracy can be traced
back to the 4th Century BC in Athens, Ancient
Greece.

 It is believed that Cleisthenes returned from
exile after the Athenian population revolted
against their tyrannical ruler.

 Cleisthenes then slowly established what
became the worlds first ‘democratic system’ in
Athens.

 Find out more at:
https://www.history.com/topics/ancient-
greece/ancient-greece-democracy

Cleisthenes: ‘Father of 
Athenian Democracy’

https://www.history.com/topics/ancient-greece/ancient-greece-democracy


Direct Democracy 

 The term used to describe the system in
Athens from 6th Century BC is ‘direct
democracy’.

 Every Athenian citizen has the right to
attend the meetings of the ‘Assembly’.

 The Assembly would meet 40 times a
year and all citizens should attend. Each
citizen is given an opportunity to speak
and to vote.

 Laws would be passed on a majority
vote.

 Each member could participate directly
under the Athenian model.

Go and watch the video clip at: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v

=xWUtT0IuHck

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xWUtT0IuHck


Questions….

1) Where and when did ‘Democracy’ begin?

2) Who was responsible for introducing this early form of 
‘democracy’?

3) Explain the term ‘direct democracy’ in your own words.

4) How were decisions made in the ancient democratic 
system?

5) What type of issues were discussed by the assembly?



Answers….

1) Democracy began in Athens, Ancient Greece. 6th Century BC.

2) Cleisthenes was responsible for introducing this early form of ‘democracy’

3) A democracy in which the power to govern lies directly in the hands of the
people. They directly participate - rather than it being exercised through
representatives.

4) Decisions were made by majority rule. Citizens would convene and give
coloured stone in either agreement or disagreement. They would be counted
and a decision would then be made.

5) The type of issues discussed in the assembly were issues like – taxation,
road/infrastructure building, price of goods & declaration of war.



“What is democracy and 

are there any 

circumstances within 

which democracy has 

gone too far?” 

Democracy literally means rule by the people and came from Greece.

Democracy is when the people of a state are able to exercise their will in political matters. This 

can be Direct (when voters go personally to express views that determine specific policy 

outcomes) or Indirect (when MPs are elected to decide policy on the voters’ behalf). 

What do you 
think I mean 

by this 
question? 

It all started in Greece:



 The term democracy today is often described as a ‘buzz
word’ which is used by politicians, news reporters and
the public to describe a type of government or political
system.

 It is often used synonymously with the terms ‘freedom’ 
and ‘human rights’ by politicians to justify political and 
military actions.

For example:

Tony Blair urged to his speech in the House of Commons that while WMD’s was
largely the cause for the Iraq war. It also had a secondary purpose – to overthrow
Saddam Hussein and to allow the Iraqi citizens freedom and democracy.

In office 97-07 

Democracy Today…



In your own words…

Write a brief definition of 
the ‘term democracy’. 

THINK:

Why do you think that
people living in the West
often refer to it as a
beneficial system of
government that should
be applied elsewhere?



 Today we see politics as a process through which groups of people make
collective decisions for the many. Politics can be described as three basic
activities:

1. Conflict between ideas and ideologies. Ideological conflicts are less common
due to a decline of ideology in society.

2. The activity of mediating between competing demands and interests in a
society. Different groups seek benefits and the demands of one group often
compete with another.

3. The struggle for power. The struggle between individuals or parties or
factions within parties.

Modern Definition of Politics



Are Democracy and Power the same thing?

 Some people today confuse democracy and power.

Democracy is the right for people to choose who makes

decisions for them.

 POWER is the ability to do something: the ability to cause

something to happen, this could be by force. Power can

exist without authority. The strongest form is coercion and

the weakest form is influence.

Key Questions: 

1. How is power different to democracy?

2. What type of power exists without authority?


