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There are many different types of bee 

around the world. Actually, there are 

about 20,000 different species of bee. 

A common bee to spot is the bumble 

bee, but there are many different 

types of this bee too. Fortunately for 

people looking at bees a bumble bee 

looks very different to a honey bee. 

However, for most people it is very 

difficult to identify different types. 

Hopefully this is going to change with 

the help of modern technology. There 

are now apps available for smart 

phones which will help! Some apps 

allow you to upload a photo of a bee 

and it helps you to identify the type in 

your picture 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Towards the end of 2016 there has 

been even more evidence to support 

a big decline in the numbers of land 

and water based animals. The decline 

is thought to be happening because 

of increasing global pollution, rising 

temperatures and loss of animal 

habitats. However, the decline in the 

honeybee population is the most 

alarming as this could threaten human 

survival itself. Honeybees are vital for 

the production of fruits and 

vegetables. These foods are usually 

taken for granted. If honeybees 

become extinct and these crops 

disappear then humans around the 

world will struggle to feed their families. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bees in the UK 

In the UK there are about 250 different 

species of bee. By 2014, the UK had 

already lost 20 different species of 

bee. The types of bee which currently 

exist in the UK are: 

Type of bee Number of 

species in the UK 

Solitary bee 225 

Honey bee 1 

Bumble bee 24 

 

The latest Great British Bee Count in 

the UK happened during May and 

June 2016. People were encouraged 

to count the number of bees which 

they see. During this period 370000 

bees were spotted. Organisers then 

mapped the types of bee that were 

spotted on to a map of the UK. 

 

Bees in the US 

Wild bee numbers have declined in 

the US according to a study which 

looked at their numbers between 2008 

and 2013. Experts believe bee 

numbers have declined in farming 
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areas and are around 25% down 

across the US. 

Wild bees are thought to contribute 

around $3 billion to US agriculture 

each year. Key agricultural areas have 

been hit by the decline including 

places like California and the Midwest. 

US crops and plants also rely heavily 

on bees. 

Recent harsh winters in the US which 

have continued into spring have 

caused major losses to the honeybee 

population. In Iowa it is thought that 

around 70% of honeybees have been 

wiped out. Although the situation is 

bad hopefully the numbers of bees will 

be able to recover. The beekeepers 

are putting even more time and effort 

into helping the remaining bee 

population stay strong and healthy. 

 

Why has there been such 

a large decline? 

 

Scientists believe some of the 

worldwide reasons for the decline 

include: 

 A big increase in the amount of 

corn being grown to produce 

biofuel 

 Increased use of pesticides to 

kill insects on crops 

 Loss of habitat for the bees to 

live 

 Climate change 

 Growth of crops which need 

increased level of pollination 

such as pumpkins and 

blueberries 

 Disease and Colony Collapse 

Disorder (CCD) 

 

What can you do to help? 

 There are certain flowering 

plants, such as Rosemary, 

Lavender and Buddleia which 

you can plant in your garden to 

encourage the bees.  

 You can tell other people about 

the decline in bees and make 

them understand the problem. 

 Encourage your parents to buy 

locally produced honey, which 

will support the local 

beekeepers and the British 

honey bee. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Facts 

 The UK has lost 20 species of 

bee since 1900. There are a 

further 35 species which are still 

under the threat of extinction. 

 Bees produce three quarters of 

crops in the UK. 

 Bees are very crucial to the UK 

economy and it would cost 

farmers nearly £2 billion each 

year to pollinate the same 

amount of crops. 
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1) Look at the map of the world above.  

a) Colour in and label the US. 

b) Colour in and label the UK  

 

2) Research and explain Colony Collapse Disorder (CCD).  

 

 

3) Explain some of the reasons for the decline in bee population. 

 

4) Make a factsheet explaining why bees are so important to human survival and 

encourage people help stop the decline in the bee population. You could include: 

 What do bees do? 

 Which types of bees are most important and why? 

 Explain how people can get involved and protect bees

 


